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Heôs our most senior Senior 

and today is his birthday.  

Mr. Clarence Adams is 96!  

Happy birthday, Mr. Cla-

rence! 

How many of us will still be 

driving to church when we 

are 96?  How many of us will 

be able to come to church 

when we are 96?  How many 

of us will still be here when 

we are 96?  Mr. Clarence, we 

ñyoungstersò wish you the 

very best and hope you have 

a happy day. 

On Sunday, January 1, our 

Worship Service began with 

the baptism of a teen-age 

boy.  He visited Bethlehem 

for the first time the previous 

Wednesday, made a profes-

sion of faith, and wanted to 

be baptized. 

We saw a repeat on January 8 

as the service began with the 

baptism of young Daniel 

Dever.  Many of us have 

known Daniel all his life and 

were thrilled at his decision. 

Then, Chad Diehl was or-

dained into the ministry as 

our Youth Minister.  Chad is 

doing an outstanding job and 

our prayers are with him. 

What a way to start the New 

Year! 

Bro. Mike has challenged us 

to a 1% starting point.  Of 

course a tithe is a starting 

point, but God expects that.  

The tithe is His.  The pastor 

challenged us to take another 

step and give 1% in addition 

to our tithe, both in time and 

in money.  Then he noted that 

on any given Sunday, 40,000 

people in Robertson County 

are not in church.  He has 

challenged us to ñgo afterò 

1% of the 40,000.  Thatôs 400 

people. 

Reading Senior Moments, 

you may not think that I am a 

shy person, but I am.  I have 

no problem ñtalkingò to pulp 

or electronic paper, but face 

to face, I had rather listen 

than talk (I learn more).  But 

God will give me the words 

and show me the way, so Iôll 

seek the 400! 

Our church has a great start 

for 2012.  Letôs roll up our 

sleeves and keep the good 

work going!  Hereôs wishing 

each and every one of you a 

very happy and prosperous 

New Year. 

Our Ill 

The entire church extends get 

well wishes to Marie Choate, 

Mildred Sprouse, Jean Arm-

strong, and Walter and 

Roberta Gregory. 

Ms. Marie is back home from 

St. Thomas Hospital after an 

extended bout with double 

pneumonia and a bacterial 

infection.  The doctors say 

that it will be about six  

months before she fully re-

covers. 

After complaining with chest 

pains, Ms. Mildred was in 

Northcrest a short while.  

Now, she is having a series of 

tests at Skyline and Hender-

sonville. 

Jean Armstrong fell and 

broke her hip.  She is recov-

ering, and is in rehab. 

Walter and Roberta Gregory 

have both had pneumonia. 
(Continued on page 2) 

January Birthdays 

Roberta Gregory (Jan 1) 

Shirley Cobb (Jan 8) 

Sandra Love (Jan 8) 

Harriett Underwood (Jan 11) 

Mildred Armstrong (Jan 13) 

Eloy Sedillo (Jan 16) 

Clarence Adams (Jan 22) 

Betty Brake (Jan 28) 

Mac Chester (Jan 29) 

February Birthdays 

Jimmy Choate (Feb 1) 

Anita Horton (Feb 3) 

Tilda Frye (Feb 6) 

Sarah Baldwin (Feb 9) 

Tina Brashear (Feb 22) 



Our First Snow 
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Our good friends, Don and Linda Airhart, 

of St. Anthony, Idaho, will laugh at us 

when they read this.  Don has told me 

how he has had to get on his roof to 

shovel off deep snow. 

On Thursday, January 12, we got our first 

snowða whole half-inch of it, but 

enough to close Robertson County 

schools.  Actually, the schools didnôt 

close because of the snow, but because 

of the ice that came with it!  Iôm grate-

ful that our school system will not al-

low buses to drive on icy county roads.  

They can be treacherous. 

We have spent most of this winter in 

50-60 degree weather, so when it drops 

to the 20s and snows, itôs hard on our 

old bones!ðKen Kimbro 

 

 

On the way to school one morning, my 

grandson explained the difference be-

tween dromedary and Bactrian camels 

(although I think he called Bactrian cam-

els ñTobacco camelsò).  I was amazed 

that a first grader would know all of that.  

I asked him where he learned it, and he 

replied, ñWild Krattsò (his favorite TV 

show). 

I came home and checked him out on the 

Internet.  For the most part, what he told 

me was correct. 

We continued our conversation that after-

noon.  I told him that during the day, I 

remembered watching that show with 

him but I didnôt remember all the stuff he 

told me. 

ñHoppy,ò he said, ñYou just donôt pay 

attention.ò  He paused a moment, then 

added, ñAnd your memory is bad!ò 

ðKen Kimbro 

Wisdom of 

Children 

Jodie Choate and Tracy Dever did it again!  

On December 18, they directed our pre-

school choir to another great little musical, 

ñLead The Way To Christmas.ò  Taylor 

Milteer and Delainey Overby were Joseph 

and Mary.  They were supported by a shep-

herd (Adam Privett), a sheep (J. J. Choate), 

a chicken (Katelyn Choate), a donkey 

(Ethan Nicholson), a cow (Abby Drake), 

an angel (Julissa Brown), a star (Bethanie 

McQuaid), and a gift carrier (Keaton 

Young).  Jason Choate narrated. 

They sang their way through more than a 

half-dozen songs.  The only one I recog-

nized was ñGo Tell It on the Mountain,ò so 

I suppose I am not very smart! 

Thanks Jodie, Tracy, Jason, and choir for a 

great presentation! 

ðKen Kimbro 

Our Seniors Yesterday 

Hazel Hinkle, 1952  

Bailey Shanklin plays in our first snow... 

They are recovering at home. 

All of these seniors have been at Bethle-

hem for many, many years and are dearly 

loved by our congregation.  Keep them in 

your prayers 

ðKen Kimbro 

(Continued from page 1) 

Lead The Way... 

Our Ill (cont.) 

Some minds are like concrete, thoroughly 

mixed up and permanently set. 

Weôre called to be witnesses, not lawyers 

or judges. 

(contributed by Shirley Head) 



LifeWay Trip Foiled 

Last year, we had to cancel our trip to hear 

the LifeWay Christmas musical because of 

the weather.  This year, we had to cancel 

because of thieves. 

Iôm sure that, by now, all of you know that 

thieves cut and stole the catalytic convert-

ers from all three of our church vehicles, 

so we had no transportation for our senior 

group, and no time to try and find an alter-

native. 

Jesus drove the thieves out of the temple.  

If I remember correctly, that is the only 

time in the Bible where we read that He 

got angry.  I suppose Iôll have to ask for 

forgiveness for my temper tantrum, but 

thievery makes me angry, too.  Maybe a 

thief steals for profit.  Maybe he steals 

because he covets.  Whatever the reason, it 

is wrong!ðKen Kimbro 

òTell Me, Siréó 
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Think back to the early days of television.  

For those of us in Middle Tennessee, 

those days were the late 40s and early 

50s.  We began with one channel, WSM, 

Channel 4.  It only telecast eight or ten 

hours a day, 12 or 2 p.m.-10 p.m., all in 

black and whiteðno color.  Most of the 

programming was lousy, but that didnôt 

matter.  We watched it anyway, breaking 

only for necessary potty breaks. 

Even after they signed off, we would sit 

and stare at the test pattern.  We really led 

exciting lives! 

And the commercials?  There was Ted 

Mack reading commercials for Carterôs 

Little Liver Pills on his ñAmateur Hour.ò  

On the lighter side, twins would sing, 

ñDouble your pleasure, double your fun, 

with Double Mint, Double Mint, Double 

Mint gum.ò  Boring! Boring! Boring!  But 

we didnôt care.  TV was new, so we 

watched it. 

A local company finally broke the mold.  

Purity Milk introduced their talking Pu-

rity Cow, and for us in the mid state, hu-

morous commercials were born.  The 

story goes that their Advertising Depart-

ment thought the company executives 

would reject the idea of humor, for the 

execs were a little on the boring side, 

themselves.  But they didnôt!  They gave 

the project a ñgo.ò 

The commercials were all cartoon charac-

ters.  In the first one, the Purity Cow 

walks up to a man and asks, ñTell me, sir, 

what do you think about Purity Milk?ò to 

which the man responds, ñYipes! A talk-

ing cow!ò and runs.  The cow then turns 

to the camera and asks, ñWhat did he ex-

pect me to say?  Moo?ò 

The cartoon was a smash hit.  Pretty soon, 

everyone in Nashville was asking, ñWhat 

do you expect me to say?  Moo?ò  After a 

while, the new wore off, and the cartoon 

was not as funny. 

Thatôs when they introduced the Boxing 

Kangaroo.  In this one, the cow walks 

up to the kangaroo and asks, ñTell me, 

sir, what do you think about Purity 

Milk?ò  The kangaroo bops her.  Facing 

the camera with her black eye, the Cow 

commands, ñDonôt pay no ótention to 

kangaroos!ò  For the next several 

months, Middle Tennesseans were pay-

ing ñno ótention to kangaroos.ò  An-

other piece of information that I re-

member: We in Robertson County all 

know that cows are female.  But the 

Purity Cow had a male voice! 

Since then, commercials have evolved 

to where everybody wants to be funny.  

Today, we have ads that range all the 

way from very funny to stupid.  Unfor-

tunately, stupid leads funny.  Even 

more unfortunate, it seems that most of 

the best commercials are produced by 

companies with the worst service or 

products. 

So when I get disgusted with todayôs 

commercials, I think back to Purity 

Milk.  Those were great commercials, 

and Purity is a pretty good product, too. 

ðKen Kimbro 

Congratulations SEC! 

The Southeastern Conference lost their 

first BCS national title game (football) 

on Monday, January 9, but won the na-

tional football championship while do-

ing so.  For those of you who are not 

sports fans, Alabama played LSU for 

the national title, and both teams are in 

the SEC.  Alabama won 21-0 and is our 

national champion for the second time 

in three years.  Congratulations to our 

Bethlehem Alabama fans (and there are 

some, Trent).  And congratulations to 

all SEC fans for winning your sixth 

national title in a row!  With a total of 

e ight  Nat ional  Championships 

(including one for Tennessee, Trent), 

the SEC has won more BCS titles than 

all the other conferences added together.  

ðKen Kimbro 

Holy Alphabet 

A lthough things are not perfect  

Because of trial or pain  

Continue in thanksgiving  

Do not begin to blame  

Even when the times are hard  

F ierce winds are bound to blow  

God is forever able  

H old on to what you know  

I magine life without His love  

J oy would cease to be 

K eep thanking Him for all the things  

L ove imparts to thee  

Move out of òCamp Complainingó 

No weapon that is known  

On earth can yield the power  

Praise can do alone 

Quit looking at the future  

Redeem the time at hand  

Start every day with worship  

To òthankó is a command 

Until we see Him coming  

V ictorious in the sky  

Weõll run the race with gratitude 

X-alting God most high  

Yes, thereõll be good times and 

     yes, some will be bad, buté 

Zion waits in gloryé 

     where none are ever sad!  

Author Unknown  

(Contributed by Raymond Knowles ) 



If the Shoe Fits 

Weôve all heard the old adage, ñIf the 

shoe fits, wear it.ò  What if we borrow 

from that saying and create another one?  

ñIf the bath tub fits, take a bath in it.ò 

President William Howard Taft visited 

Nashville in 1911.  While here, he was a 

guest of the Hardings at Belle Meade 

Plantation. 

President Taft was a huge man; six feet 

tall and over 300 pounds.  He wanted a 

bath, but the tub didnôt fit.  He took his 

bath anyway.  According to legend, he 

got stuck and it took seven men to pull 

him out.  (If you visit Belle Meade today, 

they will point out the tub where the 

president bathed). 

The Hardings were mortified; so embar-

rassed that they installed a ñstand-up tub 

where water came out of a multitude of 

tubes.ò  Thus, Nashville got its first bath-

room shower. 

President Taft visited Belle Meade again 

and was so impressed with the ñstand-up 

tubò that he had one installed in the 

White House. 

Reference: Jeff Bradley, tnguy.com 

ðKen Kimbro 
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Our 

Tennessee 

Sulphur Dell 

Did you ever see a baseball game at Sul-

phur Dell?  When I was a child, I would 

spend 2-4 weeks each summer with my 

grandparents in Nashville, and while 

there, I always got to go to some ball 

games.  There was nothing like it! 

Baseball was first played in Nashville as 

early as 1857, but it was the occupying 

Union troops who popularized the Yan-

kee sport in the city.  It took!  In 1870, 

Nashville built a ball park at Sulphur 

Licks Bottom and named it Athletic Park.  

Sports writer Grantland Rice renamed it 

Sulphur Dell in 1908.  The name stuck. 

In 1885, the Nashville Americans were 

among the charter members of the new 

Southern League, and they played their 

first home game against the Columbus 

(Georgia) Stars.  Nashville lost, 3-2. 

Nashville went through several name 

changes while in the Southern League.  

After the Americans, they were the Blues, 

then the Tigers, and finally the Seraphs. 

The Southern League folded, and in 1901, 

the new Southern Association was formed 

with Nashville, once again, as a charter 

member.  This time they were called the 

Nashville Vols, and this was their nick-

name for 60 years. 

The League was a single A or A1 league 

until 1946 when it became AA.  The late 

forties and early fifties is when I went to 

see the games.  Back then, the Southern 

Association teams were Nashville, the 

Atlanta Crackers, the Mobile Bears, the 

Birmingham Barons, the New Orleans 

Pelicans, the Little Rock Travelers, the 

Memphis Chicks, and the Chattanooga 

Lookouts.  Today, we have the AAA 

Nashville Sounds, butðnothing against 

these locationsðplaying Omaha and 

Iowa is not as exciting as playing Mobile 

and Birmingham.  Playing Round Rock is 

not as much fun as playing Little Rock. 

We still have a rivalry with New Orleans 

and Memphis, but itôs different from the 

old days! 

There was always an air of excitement at 

Sulphur Dell.  When I went, Larry 

Munson was the sports announcer, and 

Leon Cole (I think that was his name) 

played the organ.  We often heard ñTake 

Me Out to the Ballgame.ò  But the best 

part was when the umpires came on the 

field.  Leon always played ñThree Blind 

Mice.ò 

The Vols won a number of pennants, and 

were a 4-time winner of the Dixie Series 

Playoffs against the champions of the 

Texas League. 

After 60 years, the Southern Association 

folded in 1961.  The Vols played another 

season in the South Atlantic League in 

1963, but that never caught on.  Not until 

1978 when Greer Stadium was built and 

the Sounds were formed did Nashville 

see professional baseball again. 

In 1969, after 99 years of service, Sul-

phur Dell, Americaôs oldest ballpark, 

was demolished.  Another piece of local 

history vanished. 

Sooner or later, I think, Nashville is des-

tined to have a Major League franchise.  

But not even that, in my opinion, will be 

as exciting as the old Southern Associa-

tion.ðKen Kimbro 

Sources: 

sulphurdell.com 

web.minorleaguebaseball.com 

en.wikipedia.org 

Ken Kimbro (as much as I remember) 

The Mobile Bears at Sulphur Dell 

On motion and second Bro. R. B. Dorris, 

our pastor, was ordered to preach a ser-

mon the next day on home Missions. 

Bro. R. B. Dorris, mod  M. McMurry, clk 

Bethlehem Church Minutes, June 1867 



A Gill? 
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When things go wrong as they sometimes 

will, 

When the road youôre trudging seems all 

uphill, 

When the funds are low and the debts are 

high, 

And you want to smile, but you have to 

sigh,, 

When care is pressing you down a bitð 

Rest if you must, but donôt quit. 

Life is strange with its twists and turns, 

As every one of us sometimes learns, 

And many a fellow turns about 

When he might have won had he stuck it 

out 

Donôt give up though the pace seems 

slowð 

You may succeed with another blow. 

Often the goal is nearer than 

It seems to a fair and faltering man, 

Often the struggler has given up 

When he might have captured the victorôs 

cup, 

And he learned too late when night came 

down, 

How close he was to the golden crown. 

Success is failure turned inside outð 

The silver tint of the clouds of doubt, 

And you never can tell how close you are 

It may be near when it seems afar, 

So stick to the fight when youôre hardest 

hit,ðItôs when things seem worst that 

you mustnôt quit. 

Author Unknown 

(Contributed by Ellender Boudreaux of 

Lafayette, Louisiana) 

The Third Sunday 

Lana and I were in Arkansas visiting with 

her family on January 15, the third Sun-

day of the year, so we missed church that 

Sunday morning.  What a day to have to 

miss! 

Bethlehem strongly supports the Nash-

ville Rescue Mission, and we had a 

speaker from the Mission that morning.  

But better than that, there were three bap-

tisms, bringing our total for the year to 

five.  Bring them in!  Letôs keep those 

baptismal waters stirring, and wear Bro. 

Mike out!  I would like for him to baptize 

so much that every time he bends over, he 

thinks he should say, ñI baptize theeéò 

ðKen Kimbro 

While cleaning out our attic, Lana found 

two antique cookbooks.  One was dated 

1908, but the second, The Tennessee 

Cookbook, had the page with the title and 

publisher missing.  I am sure it was at 

least as old as the first.  The Table of 

Measures, below, was taken from The 

Tennessee Cookbook. 

4 saltspoons = 1 teaspoons 

3 teaspoons = 1 tablespoon 

8 tablespoons of dry and solid material = 

1 cup 

2 gills = 1 cup 

1 wineglass = 1/2 gill  

1 tablespoon butter = 1 ounce 

1 tablespoon granulated sugar = 1 ounce 

1 tablespoon flour = 1/2 ounce 

2 tablespoons ground spiceð1 ounce 

1 quart sifted flour = 1 pound 

1 scant pint sugar = 1 pound 

1 pint chopped meat, packed = 1 pound 

1 cup stemmed raisins = 6 ounces 

1 spoon salt, pepper, soda, or spice = 1 

level spoon 

Lana gave me a clever little book for 

Christmas called 1000 Senior Moments 

(of Which I Can Only Remember 246).  I 

was going to quote from it in this issue 

of our Senior Moments.  Trouble is, I 

donôt remember where I put it.  Maybe 

next monthé 

ðKen Kimbro 

Donõt Quit 

Pru Fiddles! 

This is the third month weôve talked about 

a certain person ñfiddling around.ò  The 

first month you were asked to guess who 

it was.  Last month we identified the cul-

prit as Pru Johnson.  This month, we got 

to see and hear her.  Sunday morning, 

January 8, Pru joined the band and played 

the bass fiddle as the Tee Rawls/Robert 

Taylor/Peggy Jenkins/Mike Cummings 

Quartet sang ñFarther Along.ò  It was 

inspiring!  Thanks!ðKen Kimbro 

An older gentleman was on the oper-

ating table awaiting surgery, and he 

insisted that his son, a renowned sur-

geon, perform the operation.  As he 

was about to get the anesthesia, he 

asked to speak to his son. 

ñYes, Dad, what is it?ò 

ñDon't be nervous, son.  Do your best 

and just remember, if it doesn't go 

well, if something happens to me, 

your mother is going to come and live 

with you and your wife...ò 

(contributed by Barbara Norman) 

Computer Scam 

Those of you who use computers should 

be aware of the latest computer scam.  I 

have been a victim, as has a friend of 

ours. 

Someone broke my password and sent 

emails to everyone on my mailing list, 

including our pastor!  I only became 

aware of it when our nephew responded 

and I didnôt know what he was talking 

about! 

The scam against our friend was much 

more serious.  We got an email from him 

saying that he and his wife were in Ma-

drid, Spain, and had been robbed of eve-

rything but their passports.  They were set 

to come home, but their hotel would not 

release them until they paid their bill.  We 

knew it was a scam and ñdeleted,ò but 

Lana called them. 

Our friend discovered the scam when the 

bank called him and told him that another 

friend of his was trying to send $2,000 to 

Madrid to rescue them (what a great 

friend)!  ñDonôt send it!ò he exclaimed.  

ñItôs a scam!ò 

Correcting it can be painful.  You must 

change your password, and if you do not 

have access to another account so that you 

can do it electronically, it must be done 

over the phone.ðKen Kimbro 



September 2011  

22-Kentucky Amish & 

Mennonites,  

Scottsville ñNo meal!  

Bus leaves church at 

9:00 a.m. 

October 2011  

20-Breakfast at the 

Cracker Barrel  

Meet at White House 

Cracker Barrel at 9:00 

a.m. 

November 2011  

5-Bethlehem Health 

Fair  

Seniors assist Tracy 

Dever. 

December 2011  

13-LifeWay Christmas 

Musical, Nashville  

 

January, 2012  

19-óBe A Senioró Day 

Hope you enjoyed  

doing nothing on the 

19th  

February 2012  

16-óKick Backó Day 

If you missed doing 

nothing on Jan 19, try 

it on òKick Backó Day 

for seniors!  

March 2012  

 

April 2012  

 

When I chose 1950 as ñThat Was My 

Year,ò I wondered what possibly could 

have happened then.  A boring year?  

No!  It was full of events. 

Jan 17ðThe Great Brinks Robberyð11 

thieves steal more than $2 million from 

an armored car companyôs offices in 

Boston, Massachusetts. 

Jan 31ðPres. Truman publicly an-

nounces development of H-bomb. 

Feb 12ðAlbert Einstein warns against 

the hydrogen bomb. 

Mar 18ðCity College of New York 

beats Bradley 69-61 for the NIT champi-

onship. 

Mar 28ðCCNY beats Bradley again, 

71-68, to become NCAA Champions. 

Apr 9ðBob Hopeôs 1st TV appearance. 

Jun 25ðKorean conflict begins; North 

Korea invades South Korea. 

Jun 27ðTruman orders Air Force and 

Navy into Korean conflict. 

Jul 8ðGen. Douglas MacArthur named 

commander-in-chief, UN forces in Korea. 

Sep 11ðòBeetle Baileyò comic strip de-

buts. 

Sep 14ðWestern Allies rearm West Ger-

many. 

Oct 2ð1st strip of Charlie Brown, ñLiôl 

Folks,ò later ñPeanuts,ò in 9 papers. 

Oct 26ðMother Teresa found her Mission 

of Charity in Calcutta, India. 

Nov 22ð7,021 see lowest scoring NBA 

game in history: Ft. Wayne Pistons 19, 

Minneapolis Lakers 18. 

Dec 19ðTibetôs Dalai Lama flees Chinese 

invasion. 

New York Yankees beat the Philadelphia 

Phillies 4 games to 0 to win the World 

Series. 

Oklahoma (11-1-0) is proclaimed NCAA 

Football Champions. 
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